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THE 63-YEAR-OLD PETROLEUM CLUB OF HOUSTON'S NEW $8.3 MILLION DIGS

hen it opened in December 1951 atop
oil tycoon Jesse Jones' Rice Hotel, the
Petroleum Club of Houston wielded
almost as much power as a seat of
government, its 700 members were the
oil-rich elite, the barons and wildcatters
whose decisions — made within the
men-only club's handsome surroundings — affected the
petroleum industry worldwide. The names of some of the early
club founders are legendary in Houston ail: Schlumberger,
Halbouty, Moody, Abercrombie, Cullen, Buck.

Desiggried bry the great architact John F Staub and Houston
designer Echward J. Perrault Ir, it cost 1 milhon n 1951 to
turn the hotels rooftop into an exdusive enclave overlooking
dowentown Houston, For a previessy cocktail party the night
before it opened, the dub corwvinced managers of maost of the
baldirigs within view to leave their lights bilagng, to dazzle the
guests. Decked out in marble floors, a leatherwalled library and
rare woods, it drew the attention of the Wall Street fourna,
which called it "the swankiest private cluiy in the wordd.” The
aptly narmed Barracuda rooim was where board members
gathered, presumably to vole onwho woukd be admitted,
a “snooze room” accommodated midday naps. These agar
smoke-choked rooms wene where deals were brokered, polides
influenced, and work was done, Boom or bust, the dulbowas so
intertsined with the global ol market that a book was written
about it in 1984: The Bnest in the Land by Jack Donahie,

& lot has changed in the 63 years since the dub opened
its doars. Petroleurn Club membership has exparded 1o othear
professons, induding energy, medical, legal, diplomatic and
academnic, Women are no longer taboo — its first female
president was elected last vear. In January, the dub moved from
the Exxonbdobil building, where it had held saway since 1963,
irfc & 30,000-square-foot penthouss in Tota Flaza (fommer
rarrses: Entex building, Louisiana Place and United Gas Building),
a 35-story skyscraper built in 1971 and desigred by Loyd,
Mdorgan & Jones,

At 34, Daniel Morena is the fourth — and younoest
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Interior of the new Petrolaum Clud

qeneral manager in the cub's history The move has generated
exciternent, he says, and memberships, especially among the
dAo-something orowd of young professionaks, have skyrocketed
“We're dehing into the whole ermironment of dowrtown
Howston nosw, " says Moreno, "We're getting that vouth back
inter the dub to make sure it sureives for the future.” (The
initiation fee is 35,000, with active members paying about $220
& month in dues.) By mid-aprnil, membership count had exceeded
1,200, and the dub is now considenng a membership cap, says

#| Moreno. “There hasn't been a wait list since the 1970s,” he EAYS.
Itk a great position 1o be in."”

The chuby’s ey $8.3 million digs, designed by Kirksey
Architecture, mdudes seven private dining rooms, an English pub
bar and private chefs table, all with western dovntown views.
"The cheft table in the kitchen locks down Louisiana Street,
towvards the Alley Theatre," says Chiris Olesy, lead designer for
Kirksey on the project. “It has a very New York feel.” The look is
elegant with beige mohair seating, cream enetian plaster walls
in the recepbion and gold and sibver lkat-pattern wallpaper from
Phillip Jeffries in the main rooms.

The bar, with its whiskey-colored palette, black-lacguered
waalls ard brass ighting, is a huge hit, says Moreno, “Its become
a major networking spol, espadally on Thursday nights.” There’s
still plenty of cigar smcking going on inside, but a state-of-the-art
ventilation systern keeps the air purified.

Vhile the petrcleum industry makes up only a percentage
of the clubrs membership now, the new space pays homage o
it wakdcatler haritage throwgh artwork. The Houston Musaur
of Matural 2oence curated an installation of 77 geodes, and
Kinzelman At Consulting procured onginal works of art. " All of
the artists chosen have a theme runining throwgh their arfeaork
refatineg to the ol industry and the dub’s historg ™ says Cles: &
brorze, iron and steed soulpture n the Vintage private dining
roorm — aso knoawn intermaly as the Schlumberger room, after its
bemetactor — resembles a core sample, sliced in half, savs Olexy

The il industry’s legendary wildcatting days may be over, but
thankfully, its heritage and traditicn endure at the Petrcleurr
Club of Houston, with a new gereration of oil bansrs and
young professionals,



